Published by the International Coalition for Papua (ICP) | www.humanrightspapua.org

Human Rights Update West Papua – December 2021
covering 1 October – 15 December 2021
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2021, the ICP
documented 85 armed clashes, causing the deaths of 18 security force members and 23 members
of the West Papua National Liberation Army (TPN PB). At least 28 civilians were killed due to armed
clashes, while more than 60,000 indigenous Papuans continue to be internally displaced.
The West Papua Council of Curches published moral calls in November and December 2021. Apart
from the increasing armed violence, the calls addressed the criminalisation of human rights
defenders and growing Islamisation in West Papua. Almost 200 Catholic priests issued a similar moral
call in November 2021.
The central government announced its plan to change the conflict approach in West Papua in 2022.
They should be supported by all government actors, including the police and military, to push
development in both provinces. According to the Coordinating Minister for Politics, Legal and
Security Affairs, Mahfud MD, the current combat operations in West Papua will become territorial
operations. They shall include public services such as healthcare, agriculture and education
programs. Observers expressed concerns that the policy change will be nothing more than mere
rhetoric. Mahfud had claimed that all security operations in West Papua would be continued,
emphasising that these were ‘law enforcement operations’. Previously, multiple police and military
representatives in West Papua had declared their openness to enter into peace negotiations with
the TPN PB.
Significant international developments also characterised this quarter. In early December, the United
Liberation Movement of West Papua (ULMWP) applied for full membership to the Melanesian
Spearhead Group MSG. UN Special Procedures mandate holders twice issued a press release against
the criminalisation and harassment of human rights advocates Veronica Koman, Fatia Maulidyanti
and Haris Azhar in November and December 2021. On 15 November 2021, the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) published its concluding
observations (CEDAW/C/IDN/CO/8) in Indonesia’s 8th reporting cycle.
The Indonesian Constitutional Court announced multiple verdicts with consequences for the
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situation in West Papua. Judges ruled on 27 October that the Government acted lawfully by imposing
an internet shutdown during the ‘West Papua Uprising’ in August and September 2019. In another
verdict on 25 November 2021, the judges announced that the Omnibus Law for Job Creation or Law
No 11/2020 on Job Creation contradicts the 1945 Constitution. They did not revoke the law but gave
the government and the Indonesian parliament two years to amend it. A further constitutional court
process to examine the legality of recent amendments to the Special Autonomy Law for the
provinces Papua and Papua Barat is still pending. The application was submitted by the Papuan
Peoples Councils MRP and MRPB in June 2021.
The first consequences of amendments to the Special Autonomy Law were observed in fields of
healthcare and education in November and December 2021. The shift of authority and responsibility
from the provincial government to the central government caused confusion about the allocation of
funds for healthcare and education facilities in West Papua.
On 3 December 2021, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) formed a team of 22 prosecutors
who shall investigate allegations of gross human rights violations in the Paniai regency, Papua
Province, on 8 December 2014. The National Human Rights Commission (Komnas HAM) delegated
an investigation team to the Pegunungan Bintang Regency to investigate the burning of health
facilities and the killing of a health worker in the Kiwirok District. Observers alleged the Indonesian
military of dropping explosives on civilian settlements in the Pegunungan Bintang.
Read what UN mechanisms observe and recommend regarding human rights in West Papua.
The information in this report is collected by human rights defenders. As human rights defenders face hostile working
conditions and legal aid services lack remote areas, this compilation of cases cannot be regarded as complete.

More than 10,000 security forces deployed to secure national
sports event in West Papua – Authorities ban Morning Star symbol
The National Sports Games (PON XX) took place in the regencies Jayapura,
Mimika and Merauke, Papua Province, from 2 to 15 October 2021. More
than 10,000 security force personnel were reportedly deployed to the
sports venues to secure the mass event, comprising 1,686 police mobile
brigade (Brimob) members, 5,500 police officers, 2,800 military members
and members of the Densus 88 anti-terror special forces. Pastor Kristianus
Pastor Kristianus Sasior
being arrested on 3 October Sasior was reportedly arrested on 3 October 2021 for wearing a t-shirt with
the Morning Star Symbol while watching a soccer game.
2021

Papuan man shot down during conflict between security forces and gold miners at
Freeport Mine, Mimika Regency
On 16 October 2021, security force members evicted the camp of
traditional gold miners at mile 74 Ritz near the Freeport mine in
Tambaggapura. The miners are mainly indigenous Papuans panning
for gold in the Ajikwa River, where PT Freeport Indonesia (PTFI)
dumps its mining tailings. One of the gold panners, Mr Diolameo
Mom, 36, reportedly sustained a bullet injury in the chest as the
security forces opened fire at the gold panners. Thereupon, the
Negotiations between security force
miners attacked the security forces with rocks. Multiple Freeport members and gold miners, shortly
vehicles were allegedly damaged during the unrest.
after the incident

2

Human Rights Update West Papua | Published by the International Coalition for Papua (ICP)
www.humanrightspapua.org

Update on the criminalisation of Haris Azhar and Fatia Maulidyanti – Police mediation
failed
Multiple mediation meetings between the Minister for Maritime Affairs
and Investment, Luhut Binsar Panjaitan, and the human rights activists
Fatia Maulidyanti and Haris Azhar, ended without mutual agreement. A
second video published in early October 2021 on the social media
platform YouTube revealed further allegations regarding links between
high-ranking government officials and security force members with
mining activities in Kalimantan and West Papua. On 26 November 2021,
Minister for Maritime Affairs
and Investment, Luhut Binsar the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders
published a press release, calling upon Indonesian authorities to stop
Panjaitan
the legal, judicial harassment of both human rights defenders.

Update on legal processes in relation to attack on military post in
Maybrat – Lawyers call upon judges to acquit juvenile defendant
One of the four minors arrested concerning the attack on a military post
in the Kisor Village, Maybrat Regency, was sentenced to eight years
imprisonment after undergoing trial at the Sorong District Court. LBH Kaki
Abu is representing the 14-year-old defendant named LK charged with
murder. Two other minors, YA and MS, will still have to stand trial in
relation to this attack, where four soldiers were killed. LK was arrested in
the Kokas Village along with five (2 adults, 4 minors) other internally
Six
displaced Papuans on 28 September 2021. The lawyer says the arrest, Papuans detained after in
prosecution and sentencing of his client resulted from many criminal Kokas Village, Maybrat
procedure breaches during the early law enforcement. Police officers Regency
reportedly tortured the arrestees. Their hands were tied, and their eyes blindfolded with tape.

Supreme Court rules workers strike at PT Freeport Indonesia is legal legal
The Indonesian Supreme Court decided that the 2017 workers strike at
the Grasberg Mine run by PT Freeport Indonesia (PTFI) was legal. About
8,300 PTFI workers have been fighting for their rights after being fired
for participating in the strike. The judges ruled that PTFI’s action to
terminate the employment of the three labour representatives must be
declared invalid. Tri Puspital, Deminaus Yonasen May and Muhammad
Anwar must be re-employed.
Freeport workers during a
peaceful protest in Jakarta

Police officers kill Papuan man in Wamena – Two others injured by bullets
A member of the police mobile brigade (Brimob) reportedly shot dead Mr Surya Wenda in the
highland town of Wamena, Jayawijaya Regency, on 12 October 2021. Bullets injured two other
indigenous Papuans during the incident. Witnesses say the police forcefully dispersed a private
celebration with firearms. Following the incident, residents found at least nine bullet shells at the
crime site.
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Indigenous Papuan allegedly killed during an armed clash in Intan Jaya
Human rights defenders in Intan Jaya have documented the alleged
killing of Bernadus Bagau. According to information received, Bernadus
Bagau disappeared during a firefight between Indonesian security
forces and members of the TPN PB in Intan Jaya’s largest town Sugapa
on 29 October 2021. The body was eventually discovered on 16
November 2021 in a garden in Sugapa. A bullet reportedly killed Relatives discovered the victim’s
body of in a garden in Sugapa
Bernadus Bagau.

Indonesian military alleged of bombing villages in Pegunungan Bintang
Human rights observers reported that Indonesian military helicopters
dropped explosives on multiple villages in the Pegunugan Bintang
Regency, Papua Province. According to witness testimonies, the air raids
occurred between 10 and 21 October 202 in the villages Pelebip, Kiwi,
Delpem, and Lolim, all located in the Kiwirok District. The houses in the
affected villages reportedly burnt to the ground, and gardens were
destroyed. Most of the grenades were allegedly directed at civilian
settlements. Local villagers found multiple explosives which had not
Papuan villager holding one
of the explosives which he
detonated shortly after the raids. The information was confirmed
found shortly after the air raid through numerous local sources in West Papua.

Two-year-old killed during armed clashes in Sugapa, Intan
Jaya – another minor seriously injured
Armed clashes between Indonesian security forces and the TPN PB
in Intan Jaya’s largest town Sugapa on 26 October 2021, resulted in
the death of a two-year-old infant, Melpianus Sondegau. Six-yearold Yoakim Majau sustained a bullet injury during the incident. Both
victims were inside their houses as the shooting occurred. Helpers
brought the victims to the local health centre but returned home
because the centre was closed. Witnesses claim that the shots came Melpianus Sondegau shortly after
being shot in the lower abdomen
from the direction of the military command (Koramil) in Sugapa.

Attacks on Veronica Koman’s relatives in Jakarta – Observers believe attacks related to
Papua human rights advocacy
Unknown perpetrators launched multiple attacks against relatives of
Indonesian human rights defender and lawyer Veronica Koman. An
explosive detonated outside Veronica Koman’s parents’ house in
Jakarta on Sunday morning, 7 November 2021. Another of Koman’s
relatives received a package on the same day containing a dead chicken
and a letter stating, “anyone who helps to hide Veronica Koman will
end up like this”. Previously, her parents’ house was the target of an
Indonesian lawyera and human
rights defender, Veronica Koman arson attempt on 24 October 2021. On 15 December 2021, the UN
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Mrs
Mary Lawlor, published a press release urging the Indonesian government to drop the charges
against Veronica Koman and investigate the threats and acts of intimidation against her and her
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relatives promptly and impartially.

Papuan students attacked by nationalist group during a demonstration in Makassar
Members of the nationalist group ‘Indonesian Muslim Brigade’ (BMI) attacked a group of Papuan
students who had launched a peaceful protest to release Papua activist Victor Yeimo, in front of the
local parliament building in Makassar, South Sulawesi Province, on 26 October 2021. BMI members
reportedly attempted to disperse the peaceful protest by throwing stones at the Papuan students.

New Shootings in Intan Jaya – two indigenous Papuans reportedly wounded by bullets
Two indigenous Papuans reportedly sustained bullet injuries during
recent shootings in the Sugapa District of Intan Jaya Regency, where
the armed conflict between Indonesian security forces and the TPN
PB has intensified since late October 2021. A bullet reportedly injured
an internally displaced villager named Apollo Belau as he was
standing in front of an IDP shelter on 5 November 2021. Police
officials later claimed that Mr Belau was affiliated with the TPN PB.
On 9 November 2021, indigenous woman Agustina Ondou sustained
two bullet injuries during a firefight in the Mamba Village. In both
cases, the victims and relatives say that security force members
Agustina Ondou being evacuated
indiscriminately opened fire at them.
to the

New Police increase surveillance on West Papua National Committee
The police increase surveillance operations against members and
supporters of the West Papua National Committee (KNPB), a civil
resistance organisation that promotes the right to selfdetermination through peaceful means. The KNPB is among the
most targeted civil society organisations in West Papua. It has
organised multiple large scale demonstrations and peaceful
activities across West Papua. Police officers have repeatedly visited
the KNPB headquarters in Jayapura since 9 November 2021. In June
Plaincloth police officers coming to 2021, UN human rights experts raised concerns about the charges
pressed against KNPB international spokesperson Victor Yeimo and
the KNPB secretariar in Jayapura
the level of medical care. The UN Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights defenders underlined in a press release that “Indonesia must provide West
Papuan human rights defender Victor Yeimo with proper medical care to keep him from dying in
prison”.

Update on the situation of IDPs in West Papua as of November 2021
Since its aggravation in December 2018, the armed conflict in West Papua has spread over seven
regencies: Intan Jaya, Pegunungan Bintang, Mimika, Nduga, Maybrat, Yahukimo and Puncak. The
number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) is estimated to reach more than 60,000. A solidarity
group documented a total of 13,687 new displacements between January and November 2021
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alone. Most of them have not
returned to their homes due to the
heavy security force presence and
ongoing armed clashes in the conflict
areas. They continue to live in
temporary shelters or stay with
relatives in other areas that they
consider safe. Apart from isolated
initiatives to provide aid deliveries,
the central and local government
ignores the presence of IDPs in West
Papua. At the same time, additional
troops continue to be deployed to
West Papua.
As of mid-November 2021, 3,121 indigenous Papuans from 50 villages in Maybrat are still internally
displaced. Among the IDPs are at least 575 children between seven and eighteen years. Eight IDPs
have reportedly died since being displaced, including a six-year-old girl.
As of 22 October 2021, more than 2,000 indigenous peoples from five districts in Pegunungan
Bintang have been internally displaced. About 200 IDPs reportedly fled over the border to Papua
New Guinea. A wave of displacement was observed between 10 and 21 October 2021, shortly after
Indonesian security forces conducted air raids in multiple villages. According to witness testimonies,
military choppers dropped mortar grenades on indigenous settlements, destroying houses and
gardens. About 40 people from the Wambakom Village, Serambakon District, sought shelter in a
nearby catholic church after the local school burnt to the ground on 14 December 2021. Three IDPs
have reportedly died since being displaced.
At least 5.859 IDPs in the Suagapa district, Intan Jaya, sought shelter in churches in response to
armed clashes on 26 October 2021. IDPs from the villages Bilogai and Yokatapa returned to their
homes in early November.
Data compiled by human rights organisations and solidarity groups suggests that Nduga IDPs reach
46,000 people. They have spread out to other regencies in the Papua Province where they do not
receive any food or relief supplies and lack access to free health care. According to solidarity groups,
621 IDPs have reportedly died as of November 2021.
Local observers counted 2,724 IDPs from three districts in Puncak. They have been displaced since
late April 2021, after the Indonesian security forces launched a massive military operation in
response to the killing of the Papuan intelligence chief. At least three IDPs have reportedly died.
An unknown number of indigenous people in the Suru-Suru District, Yahukimo fled their homes after
TPN PB members killed one military member on 20 November 2021. The military has erected an
army post in Suru-Suru and has planned to build an army command in the district.
More than 2,000 indigenous Papuans living in the Ambaidiru area, Kepulauan Yapen, reportedly fled
into the surrounding forest in fear of reprisals by security force members, following a security force
raid on 8 December 2021.

Police officers arrest and torture eight school students in Serambakon District,
Pegunungan Bintang
A group of Police Mobile Brigade (Brimob) members reportedly tortured eight minors in the
Serambakon district of Pegunungan Bintang regency on 12 November 2021. The students were on
the way home from their school in the Seramkatop Village as they encountered a group of Brimob
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officers in the forest. According to information received, the officers arrested the students and
repeatedly punched them during interrogation. The students were released after the village chief of
Seramkatop Village reported the arrest to their superior.

Relatives demand update on law enforcement process in cases of
enforced disappearances
In November 2021, human rights observers and relatives demanded that
authorities publish investigations into multiple cases of enforced
disappearances in 2020 and 2021. Most cases relate to security operations
against the TPN PB in the regencies Nduga, Pegunungan Bintang and Intan
Jaya. The latest case of enforced disappearance reportedly occurred on 25
October 2021 during a military raid in the Fuog Village, Maybrat Regency.
Relatives witnessed how military members shot and arrested Mr Manfret
Tamunete during the raid. As the relatives wanted to see him, the local
police and the military failed to disclose his whereabouts.
Sem Kobogau’s relative
A second case occurred in Intan Jaya in early October 2021. Four military report to the local police
members reportedly arrested Mr Semuel Kobogau, 31, inside a small store station
in Sugapa town on 5 October 2021. Witnesses saw the military members bringing Semuel Kobogau,
to the Raider 501 military post. The following day, his relatives filed an official police report. The
police investigation did not get any results, while local military representatives refused to comment
on the allegations.

Series of arbitrary arrests in response to armed clashes throughout
September 2021
The Papua Barat Regional Police (Polda Papua Barat) conducted a raid at the
Mimika student dormitory in Manokwari on 22 November 2021. Ten students
were arrested. According to the residents, the police searched the dormitory
without showing a search warrant. The officers seized traditional weapons,
gardening tools and clothes with morning star symbols. Residents witnessed how
the police officers wrecked the rooms and broke a door during the raid. An officer
told the dormitory residents that the raid was related to an investigation into the
Police officers
attack on a military post in the Kisor Village, Maybrat Regency, on 2 September
entering the Mimika 2021. The police believe that KNPB members were involved in the attack.
dormitory

Attacks against journalists in West Papua on the rise – Media activists establish Press
Legal Aid Association in Jayapura
Journalists and press organisations in Jayapura established the Press Legal Aid Association (PBH Pers)
in response to the rising number of cases involving intimidation, obstruction and physical attacks as
well as cyberattacks against journalists in West Papua. The Indonesian Alliance of Independent
Journalists (AJI Indonesia) documented 114 cases of violence against journalists in West Papua
during the past 20 years. Ninety of these cases reportedly occurred between May 2020 and May
2021 alone. The violations included verbal intimidation, destruction of work equipment and
coverage, as well as physical violence.
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1st December commemorations in multiple cities
accompanied by arrests – At least 34 arrested
On 1 December 2021, indigenous Papuans and solidarity groups all
over Indonesia conducted prayer sessions and peaceful
demonstrations in commemoration of the 1st December. Many
Papuans consider and commemorate that day as their
“Independence Day”, as the Morning Star flag was officially raised
Papuan students carrying a banner for the first time on 1st December 1961. Peaceful protests in
with morning star symbol in front of commemoration of the 1st December took place in the cities
the sports hall in Jayapura
Sorong, Jakarta, Ambon, Surabaya, Semarang, Denpasar, Kupang,
Makassar, and Yogyakarta. A nationalist group clashed with Papuan students and solidarity groups
in Denpasar, Bali. Similarly, protesters in Ambon reportedly faced repressive acts by police officers.
Activists, West Papua diaspora and solidarity movements in Australia, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu
and East Timor organised public commemorations in their countries. Police officers carried out at
least 34 arrests in the Papuan regencies Jayapura, Merauke and Yahukimo.

Update on lawsuit against Sorong Regent – Judges rule against palm oil companies
The palm oil companies PT Inti Kebun Lestari (PT IKL), PT Sorong
Agro Sawitindo (PT SAS), dan PT Papua Lestari Abadi (PT PLA) filed a
lawsuit against the Regent of Sorong, Mr Johny Kamuru, in
September 2021. The trials are taking place at the administrative
court in Jayapura (PTUN Jayapura). On 7 December 2021, the judges
rejected the plaintiff’s claim. They ruled that the withdrawal of PT
SAS and PT PLA’s location, business and plantation permits was
legal. The lawsuit by PT IKL is processed in a separate trial which is Press conference in Jayapura
shortly after the verdict
still ongoing at the PTUN Jayapura. The verdict will be announced in
January 2022. Mr Kamuru issued a decree for the legal recognition of an indigenous Moi clan. The
order gave the clan legal certainty over 3,247 hectares of customary land in the Sayosa District.

Four indigenous Papuans arrested during a police raid in Kepulauan Yapen Regency,
among them one minor
Joint security force members raided the Ambaidiru Village in the Kosiwo
District, Kepulauan Yapen Regency, on 8 December 2021. According to
the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Desk (JPIC) of the Papuan
Tabernacle Church, police officers arrested four indigenous villagers
during the raid, among them a fourteen-year-old girl named Tigris Atewa.
More than 2,000 indigenous Papuans living in the Ambaidiru area
reportedly fled into the surrounding forest in fear of reprisals by security
force members.
Joint security forces during
the
raid in
Ambaidiru,
Kepulauna Yapen
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Read our special thematic reports:
PT Freeport violations (December 2020) &
Media Manipulation (December 2021)

Read our biennial reports:
ICP HR Report 2019, ICP HR Report 2021
and latest quarterly updates: October
2021, July 2021, April 2021 & January
2021

Read more about human rights and the conflict situation in West Papua or subscribe to our
mailing list at www.humanrightspapua.org

About the ICP: The International Coalition for Papua (ICP) of faith-based and civil society organisations works
to address the serious human rights situation in West Papua and supports a peaceful solution to the conflict
there. The Coalition and its partners support advocacy work and networking at the international level for
Papua as a land of peace and document human rights violations in the region in cooperation with local
sources. The ICP recognises all human rights and their fulfilment through active participation of civil society.
Therefore, the Coalition sees the need to support partners striving for the recognition of basic human rights
and seeking peaceful solutions to the implementation of the right to self-determination. The Coalition
supports all human rights including the freedom to express political opinions peacefully, the right to selfdetermination and the critical role of human rights defenders in a peaceful transformation of the ongoing
conflict.
ICP Secretariat, Rudolfstrasse 137, 42285 Wuppertal, Germany,
Tel: +49 202 89004-170, Email: icp@humanrightspapua.org
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